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By Hezi Aris

DOBBS FERRY, NY 
and YONKERS, NY -
- The New York State  
Legislature must either rescind 
the recommendations made 
by the Berger Commission by 
December 31, 2006, or find its 
recommendations come into force 
on January 1, 2007, to the detriment 
of all who may find themselves 
in need healthcare in Westchester 
County. The Berger Commission 
recommendation asks for the 
closure of Community Hospital in 
Dobbs Ferry (CHDF). Should the 
legislation that asks for the closure 
of CHDF be permitted to germinate, 
a snowball effect detrimental to all 
who may seek, or are presently in 
need of medical attention, will find 
those facilities that are presently 
available, no longer options 
for their care and well-being.  
   The demise of CHDF is the 
precursor to the dismantling of a 
myriad of medical facilities, each, 
in turn, sustaining the well-being 
and care of a unique population. 
The very profitability of CHDF 
has permitted the ancillary 
satellites of care to evolve and be 

maintained. Without the driving 
force and profitability of CHDF, 
people seeking professional, caring 
attention will be displaced, some 
side-lined forever from the medical 
attention they require. Were such 
a circumstance to come to pass, 
the greater population would be 
negatively impacted. Imagine the 
needless death of people incapable 
of affording health care dying 
because of their economic plight. 
The bias against the downtrodden 

Weir Only Human
A Party to Die For

Dear Neighbors, 

   2006 was a year of 
significant progress 
for our city. Working 
together as a team, 
the Council and 
our New Rochelle 
community took 
big steps forward 
on many exciting 
opportunities.
   For example, 
new construction 
and investment 
are breathing life 
and energy into our downtown, 
beginning to attract new restaurants 
and retailers, and encouraging 
property owners to rehabilitate 
older commercial structures. On the 
Echo Bay shoreline, we selected a 
partner to help achieve our vision 
of an active waterfront, with a 
public promenade at the water’s 
edge, sight lines from surrounding 
neighborhoods, parkland, and 
appropriately-scaled housing and 
shops.
   We launched new initiatives, 
including a traffic calming program, 
controls on town-home growth, and 
formation of a housing enforcement 
bureau to protect and enhance our 

New Rochelle Mayor Bramson’s  

New Year Message
neighborhoods. At 
the same time, we 
acted to improve 
our environment 
by acquiring 
new parkland, 
applying zoning 
protections to open 
space, beginning 
e c o l o g i c a l 
restoration of 
our largest park, 
and making New 
Rochelle more 
bicycle-fr iendly. 
And we focused 

greater attention on goals that bind 
our community together, from 
affordable housing, to volunteer 
service, to job training, to help for 
our home-bound seniors. Many of 
these priorities reflect the input and 
thoughtful suggestions of citizens 
from every part of our city.
Of course, New Rochelle still 
confronts significant challenges, 
and those of us involved in public 
service have a lot of hard work 
ahead, but I believe that, as a result 
of these accomplishments and 
others, our city is moving in the 
right direction, and New Rochelle 

By Bob Weir

   The music was hot, the drinks 
were cold, and the people were 
friendly and full of life. Harry 
Adams headed for the bar in the 
corner of the room. 
   “Gimme another whiskey and 
soda,” he said, leaning against the 
wood paneled counter. 
   “Man, this is the best New Year’s 
Eve party I’ve been to all year,” he 
grinned as he raised the glass to 
his mouth. Three large gulps of the 
amber liquid and the ice was resting 
against his lips. 
   “Play it again, Sam,” he chuckled 
to the female bartender, who eyed 
him curiously as he pushed the 
glass toward her.    The woman 
placed the drink in front of him and 
forced a smile. 
   A man in a 3-piece suit came up 
behind him and placed a hand on 
his shoulder. 
   “Harry, you might want to go 
easy on that, you have a long drive 
home,” he cautioned. 
   “Aw, don’t worry about me,” 
Harry replied, taking another swig. 
“There ain’t enough liquor in this 
place to diminish my driving skills,” 
he boasted. The bartender shook her 
head and frowned as she stuffed a 
towel in a glass and rotated it. 
   An hour later, Harry was on the 
roadway, weaving slightly over 

the white lines as he watched them 
disappear quickly under the hood of 
his car.
   A couple of miles up the road, on 
the opposite side of the two-lane 
highway, Tom and Cynthia Johnson 
were on their way home with their 
two children in the car. Tom could 
see erratic movements of a car in 
the distance. Its headlights seemed 
to be wavering from lane to lane. 
   “Tom, be careful. That driver 
must be drunk,” Cynthia warned, 
looking over her shoulder to be sure 
her children were securely belted. 
   “I’ve been watching him,” Tom 
assured her. “The guy’s all over the 
road. I’m driving as far to the right 
as I can, but there’s no shoulder on 
this road. I just hope he gets control 
before he gets near us.” 
   Cynthia braced herself as the 
speeding machine headed toward 
them. 
   “Tom!” she screamed. “He’s 

gonna hit us!” 
   Her husband turned the wheel 
hard to the right, avoiding a head on 
collision, but the vehicle slammed 
into the driver’s side door, mangling 
the frame until it touched the doors 
on the opposite side and crushed the 
four occupants. 
No one survived the crash, and it 
was recorded as an accident.
   But was it an accident? Not hardly. 
No more than it’s an accident to 
wave a loaded gun on a crowded 
street and fire shots randomly. 
Drinking and driving is a criminal 
act. 
   The problem is; drunken driving 
criminals are not as easy to spot. 
We don’t see their pictures in the 
post office or in the newspapers. 
We don’t see them on “America’s 
Most Wanted.” They’re the man or 
woman next door who appears to 
be a law-abiding citizen who would 
never intentionally hurt anyone. It 
would never occur to them to use 
a weapon against another human 
being. 
   That’s because they don’t see their 
car as a weapon. Harry Adams was 
probably liked by all his neighbors, 
and loved by his friends. But Harry 
Adams was a murderer. His weapon 
of choice was his car. There are 
thousands of murderers like Harry 
Adams from coast to coast. They 

see New Year’s Message Pg. 2

is rarely expressed with ease yet is 
too often uttered in hushed tones, 
dismissive of their plight. When 
these same people contract AIDS, 
the bigotry and condescension is 
metered against their lot, as it is 
too often believed that those who 
do not engage in self-destructive 
and other detrimental behavior 
will afford them immunity.  
   While true on some levels, what 
will protect the population at large 
from untreatable communicable 
diseases? I refer to tuberculosis, as 
one such example. When individuals 
instructed to complete their medical 
regimen do not do so, and the 
tuberculosis is not fully eradicated, 
it can cause a recurrence of 
tuberculosis more difficult to treat.  
   While some will espouse a 
need to revamp the entire medical 
system under which health care is 
presently dispensed, to do so will 
take many years of thought and 
political wrangling. As appropriate 
as that may be, no one can afford 
to lose their life during the 
medical dislocation and transition.  
   While CHDF shoulders 
the burden of its charge, it 

By Henry J. Stern   
 
   We wrote an article on various 
forms of corruption in Albany as 
revealed in the year 2006, but it 
didn’t seem right to send out a 
catalogue of official misconduct 
over the holiday weekend.  This 
is a time for reflection on the 
old year, celebration of the New 
Year and preparation of plans 
for self-improvement, preferably 
enforceable with minimal effort.   
   Then we saw a column by Bill 
Hammond in the December 28th 
edition of the Daily News, which 
to us is powerful and persuasive.  
Hammond’s subject is Senate 
Majority Leader Joseph L. Bruno 
and his use of the power of the purse.  
We believe the article should be 
more widely read and assimilated, 
because it explains clearly a set of 
facts which is confusing to many.  
Hammond’s column, OUST  HIM 

New York Civic
Two Articles You Should Read 
Over the New Year’s Weekend

NOW, could, but is unlikely to, 
have influence on the choice the 
Republican state senators will make 
on Wednesday, January 3, the day 
the 2007 legislature opens. Link 
to it under Bill Hammond’s name. 
   We cannot help but note that while 
Bruno says he is ‘guilty of nothing’ 
and he has not yet been indicted, 
much less convicted, he was among 
the first to call for Comptroller 
Alan Hevesi’s resignation, well 
before charges against Hevesi 
were officially brought. Bruno’s 
demand for Hevesi’s resignation 
came despite the fact that, if Hevesi 
were to be subject to impeachment 
at the request of the governor, 
it would be Bruno himself who 
could preside over the trial in 
the Senate.   Rule 25-O: “What 
goes around comes around.” 
   Bruno’s twelve years as majority 
leader coincide with Pataki’s twelve 
years as governor.  He was installed 
in 1995 when his predecessor as 
majority leader, Senator Ralph J. 
Marino of Nassau County, was 
ousted by state senators responsive 
to United States Senator Al 
D’Amato (also of Nassau).  Marino 
was not enthralled by the selection 
of freshman Senator Pataki as the 
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Like Klockwork

By Jason Gooljar
   Personally I believe that 
anyone who works full time 
should make enough to afford the 
basic necessities needed in a modern 
civilization. Whether you are a 
janitor, maid, hotel, restaurant or 
retail worker you should not have to 
struggle just to survive. You should 
be able to pay your housing and 
electricity bills. You should be able 
to afford your heating bill and buy 
your groceries. You should be able 
to rely on a great public education 
system to send your children (and 
yourself) to. You should even have 
access tohealthcare for you and 
your family. Can this be done at 
the current minimum wage in the 
country today? Clearly when you 
look at the reality you will come 

The Fight 
for a Living 

Wage

see A Living Wage Pg. 2

By Joe Klock, Sr.
 
   Belying the fascistic tendency of 
which I am sometimes accused, I 
am opposed to capital punishment, 
no matter how hideous the crime 
and how hateful the criminal. 
   Thus, I deplore the fact that, as this 
column was being written, Saddam 
Hussein was put to death by hanging. 
It was, simply, the wrong thing to do. 
   Despicable beast though he 
was, the “Butcher Of Baghdad” 
was entitled to a full measure of 
the justice that was denied him 
by his sentence to the gallows. 
   Although he fully qualified for a 
Black Belt in inhumanity, snuffing 
out his life was grossly unfair. 
   Unfair, that is to the hundreds of 
thousands of people he killed, the 
millions he tortured, terrorized and/
or otherwise mistreated, and the 
thousands of Americans who would 
be alive and sound of limb today, 
were it not for his dirty deeds. 

A Depraved Monster Was Deprived of Justice 

   Justice, by definition, means 
fairness, equity and due reward for 
one’s behavior, and the hangman’s 
noose is more like an act of mercy 
than any of those consequences. 
   Within mere moments, 
Hussein was separated from 
the ugliness he spawned during 
decades of a wanton slaughter 
and mistreatment of his people. 
   Many believe that, because of his 
evil doings, he went straight to eternal 
and indescribable hellfire; this, 
arguably, would be a happy ending 
to a dreadful horror story. We will 
not, however,  receive confirmation 
of so appropriate an outcome 
in any of our lifetimes - if ever. 
   What we will have to live with 
is the knowledge that he was spared 
the full measure of justice that might 
have been his lot for the probable 
remainder of his time on earth. 
   That could, for example, have 
been a 24/7/365 lock-up in solitary 
confinement with no direct human 
contact ever, and only enough 
nourishment to keep him alive. It 
could have included, as diversion, 
only reading material and audio-
visual presentations devoted 
exclusively to documentation of 
his misdeeds, with no stomach-
turning details edited out. 
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Inaugural First Night 
Celebration

Sponsored by the New Rochelle YMCA 

NEW YORK, NY  -- Empire Blue 
Cross Blue Shield and Stellaris 
Health Network (SHN) hospitals 
announced December 30, 2006, that 
they have reached an agreement on a 
provider contract, effective January 
1, 2007.  Under the agreement, 
Empire members will continue 
to have access to Stellaris Health 
Network hospitals as in-network 
providers. 
   “We are pleased to have reached 
this agreement and we will continue 
to work closely with SHN to support 
their ongoing mission to provide 
important services to our members 
and to the Westchester community,” 
said Mark Wagar, President, Empire 
Blue Cross Blue Shield.
   “This agreement will provide 
Empire’s members with continued 
access to Westchester’s preeminent 
network of community hospitals. 
We look forward to our ongoing 
relationship with Empire Blue Cross 
Blue Shield,” said Arthur A. Nizza, 
President and CEO of Stellaris.  
   No action is required by Empire 
members to continue services at any 
Stellaris Hospital Network hospital 
facility. Empire members who have 
additional questions should contact 
their member service representative 

Stellaris Health Network 
and BC/BS Announce 
Contract Agreement

at the number on their ID card. 
   Stellaris Health Network is the 
region’s leading healthcare system, 
dedicated to preserving high quality, 
community-based care for residents 
of Westchester, Putnam, Rockland, 
Dutchess, Northern Bronx, and 
Fairfield Counties. Its affiliated 
hospitals include Lawrence Hospital 
Center (Bronxville, NY), Northern 
Westchester Hospital  (Mount 
Kisco, NY) Phelps Memorial 
Hospital Center (Sleepy Hollow, 
NY), and White Plains Hospital 
Center (White Plains, NY).  In 
addition to the network of hospitals, 
Stellaris provides ambulance and 
municipal paramedic services to 
Westchester County, NY through 
Westchester Emergency Medical 
Services. With over half a billion 
dollars in combined revenue and 
1,100 in-patient beds, Stellaris 
Hospitals account for over a third 
of the acute care bed capacity in 
Westchester County.  Based in 
Armonk, NY, Stellaris is one of 
the largest area employers, with 
approximately 5,000 employees 
and over 2,100 voluntary physicians 
on staff.  The Stellaris Hospitals 

The Peter Childs Band performs at the Doyle Senior Center in New  
Rochelle. L to R: Jesse Beller, piano; Lou Stelluti, bass;  

Pete Chido, trumpet and vocals, John Bock, drums.

By Tom James  

 “This is the inaugural “First Night” 
celebration, hosted by the New  
Rochelle Y.M.C.A.,” explained Fit-
ness Program Director, Melanie 
Meier. “The goal is to begin a tra-
dition of nonalcoholic cultural and 
arts celebrations throughout New 
Rochelle.”
   Many community partners and hu-
man services agencies, along with 
countless volunteers pooled togeth-

er to present an artistic event for all 
of  New Rochelle’s residents.
   From 3:00 - 6:00 PM, the Peter 
Childs Band regaled the holiday 
revelers with live musical entertain-
ment at the Hugh A Doyle Senior 
Center. The crowd enthusiastically 
approved and showed it by dancing 
at one point or another.
   Other “First Night” events were 
taking place throughout the city in 
other venues. The Y.M.C.A. was 
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‘The bias against 
the downtrodden...is 
too often uttered in 

hushed tones’

take the lives of tens of thousands 
of innocent people every year 
because they mix alcohol with a ton 
of speeding metal. 
   We can only imagine how many 
families will be wiped out during 
this holiday season. In this scenario, 
Harry Adams wiped out the Johnson 
family. Yet, if he had lived, he would 
probably be tried for some degree 
of vehicular homicide and get off 
with a short prison term at most. 
   That’s just another part of the 
tragedy. He should be tried for first-
degree murder. Yes, the law says 
there must be intent to kill for first 
degree. I think the law is wrong. 
Harry had intent in every stage of 
his actions that led to the death of 
that family. He intended to drink, he 
intended to drive, and he laughed at 
the risk. 
To say that his mental state was 
reckless or criminally negligent is 
to give him a built in defense in the 

Weir Only Human
A Party to Die For

can look ahead to 2007 with 
optimism and confidence.
   I will continue working with the 
City Council, staff, and residents 
to further strengthen our local 
economy, maintain our positive 
momentum with respect to planning 
and development, and make wise 
investments in our safety and 
quality of life. I will also continue 
working my hardest to encourage a 
spirit of common purpose, civility, 
and mutual respect, all of which 
are essential in a city with such 

New Rochelle Mayor 
Bramson’s  

New Year Message
From Page 1

permits the administration and 
charge of ancillary facilities 
throughout Westchester County.  
   The Town of Greenburgh, and 
the City of Yonkers have done 
little to bring this medical travesty 
to the forefront. Too many people 
have been kept ignorant of the 
enormity and breadth of the Berger 
Commission decision upon their 
lives, the lives of their neighbors, 
the economic health of various 
communities, the impact on our 
schools, and other services that 
will be forced to deal with the 
enormity for health services needs.  
   Proclamations in support of 
CHDF by the Town of Greenburgh 
and the City of Yonkers are 
frivolous gestures of disinterest, 
showing too little concern. Where 
are the loquacious voices of the 
respective City Councils regarding 
the pending closure of CHDF and 
its ancillary outreach centers and 
clinics? Where are the New York 
State Senators and those elected, on 
this issue? Where are the outspoken 
New York State Assemblymen on 
this issue? Why haven’t the verbose 
voices on the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators expressed their 
concern? Where is Cable News 12 
on this issue? What happened to 
The Journal News on this issue?
   Where are the community 
organizations on this issue? Does 
this issue matter to the NAACP? 
Is there a Hispanic organization or 
two, or three, or four that may be 
negatively impacted by this decision? 
If so, where are they? Where are 
the clergy of every denomination 
from all the churches, synagogues, 
and mosques in Westchester on 
this issue? Why are they silent?  
   Why are you silent? Is it because 
you believe you are cushioned 
from ever needing these services? 
Is it your personal bigotry? Can 
you rationalize your action?  
   Today the lifeline of healthcare 
may be cut. What is next on 
the hit list? Will you care then?  
 
What the Closure of 
Community Hospital at Dobbs 
Ferry Will Mean to You:  
1. Elimination of 296 jobs by the 
largest employer in Dobbs Ferry.  
2. The largest employer in the City 
of Yonkers (St. John’s Riverside 
Hospital) will eliminate 50 
additional positions.
3. Closure of largest Breast Cancer 
Program in Westchester County 
serving 6,000 patients every year.  
4. Closure of the only hospital in 
our region which provides care to 

patients with breast cancer utilizing 
bilateral prophylactic mastectomies 
with one-step reconstruction.  
5. 9,000 Emergency Room 
patients will now travel 15-30 
minutes further (longer in rush 
hour), resulting in lost lives.  
6. Regional Emergency Rooms 
which are already overburdened and 
have waits of 3-5 hours will have a 
significant increase in the wait time.  
7. The Valentine Family Practice, 
a diagnostic treatment center in 
Southwest Yonkers, which provides 
20,000 visits annually to women 
and children of mostly Latino and 
Arabic descent, will be closed.  
8. The Archway substance 
program in Mount Vernon which 
provides 19,000 visits annually 
will be closed. 16 jobs will be lost.  
9. The Greenburgh ATS substance 
abuse program which provides 
26,000 visits annually will be 
closed. 18 jobs will be lost.  
10. The Cochran School of Nursing, 
which is the largest hospital based 
nursing school in New York 
State will be forced to reduce its 
enrollment by 50%. 65% of its 
enrollment is comprised of 
minorities.
11. St. John’s Riverside 
Hospital’s Award Winning 
School Based Asthma 
Program catering to 
both public and private 
schools will be closed.  
   All this based on a 
Commission whose 
Regional Advisory 
Committee states that 
the Hospital “does not 
cause any real burden to 
the taxpayers” and “there 
are not efficiencies to be gained, 
and possibly profit to be lost”.  
 
Community Hospital at Dobbs 
Ferry (CHDF) Fact Sheet  
   The Berger Commission’s 
recommendation to close The 
Community Hospital at Dobbs 
Ferry has sparked anger and 
disappointment throughout the 
Rivertowns communities. While this 
decision has generated a huge public 
outcry, it’s time to look beyond the 
emotion and seriously consider 
the facts, which overwhelmingly 
weigh against any decision to close 
this valuable community resource.  
   “Some Committee Members 
have questioned what would be 
the benefit of closing CHDF? 
There are no efficiencies to be 
gained, and possibly profit to be 
lost. It does not cause any real 
burden to the taxpayers because 
the hospital’s contribution to 
supporting Riverside’s operations 

in Yonkers would be lost.”  
   From the Hudson Valley 
Regional Advisory Committee, 
Sub Committee of the Commission 
of Health Care Facilities in the 
21st Century. Fact 1: CHDF is 
profitable, with a projected profit for 
2006 of $625,000 and an operating 
margin 3%. Last year, CHDF 
posted a profit of $747,000 and 
an operating margin 3.7%. From 
an operating margin perspective 
CHDF is the most profitable entity 
in the entire Hudson Valley region.  
   Fact 2: CHDF is the fastest 
growing health care facility in the 
region. Our discharges have grown 
by 12% over four years; referred 
ambulatory procedures are up by  

24.4% and ambulatory surgery 
volume has grown by 8% over four 
years. CHDF’s Emergency Room 
volume has grown by 17% over four 
years. Fact 3: CHDF is the most 
efficient and lowest cost facility 
in the region. From an efficiency 
standpoint, CHDF has an average 
length of stay (ALOS) of 4.4 days 
versus 6.1 days in New York and 
4.8 nationally. From a cost basis, 
CHDF saves the Healthcare System 
money. The average per diem 
reimbursement for CHDF is $1,200 
per day. If you closed CHDF and 
transferred its patients to St. Johns, 
White Plains or Phelps Memorial 
the average per diem reimbursement 
would be closer to $1,800 per day.  
   Fact 4: The closure of CHDF 
would create a major crisis for St. 
John’s Riverside Hospital. Here’s 
why: CHDF is part of an Integrated 
Healthcare Delivery System called 
the Riverside Health Care System 
Inc. which includes St. John’s 

Riverside Hospital. Other members 
of Riverside include the Michael N. 
Malotz Skilled Nursing Pavilion, 
The Cochran School of Nursing 
and the Valentine Lane Family 
Practice. St. John’s patient base 
is 50% Medicaid or uninsured. 
St. John’s, as the only Maternity 
Services provider in the City of 
Yonkers, would be forced to cut 
prenatal services at Valentine Lane 
Family Practice, which primarily 
serves teenage moms and the 
under and un-insured. St. John’s 
is the largest provider of alcohol 
and substance abuse services in 
the State of New York and these 
programs would be devastated 
by the impact of this crisis.  
   The Riverside Health Care 
System allocates $2 million in 
fixed overhead to CHDF. This 
allocation is based on the fact that 
services including, Finance, Human 
Resources, Laundry, Dietary, 
Information Systems, Medical 
Records and other support services, 
and administrative overhead 
are shared amongst the system.  
   Currently CHDF owes 

approximately $10.5 
million to SJRH. Closing 
CHDF will add $2 million 
in costs, annually, to St. 
John’s. It will also result in 
a write-off of $10.5 million 
in receivables. Closing 
CHDF would only worsen 
the financial health of St. 
John’s, which is projected 
to lose $5 million in 2006. 
This financial turmoil will 
force St. John’s to cut 
many programs that benefit 
the poor and underserved.  

   Fact 5: The Berger Commission 
must have concluded that services 
to breast cancer patients were 
not worthy enough to be given 
consideration. The Ashikari 
Comprehensive Breast Center, the 
largest Surgical Oncology practice 
in Westchester, specifically chose 
Community Hospital at Dobbs 
Ferry for the following reasons:  
• Excellent care of the patients by the 
nurses, techs and other staff of CHDF;  
• Immediate access to the Ultrasound 
and Mammography Suites; 
• The opportunity to work 
with the most highly regarded 
pathologists and radiologists;  
   All designed to give the Ashikari 
practice physicians the ability to see 
and diagnose the 6,000 patients seen 
each year, within 24 hours. This is 
the kind of efficiency and care that 
should be emulated, not closed down.  
   Fact 6: Of the total number of 
patients at CHDF, only 53 or 3.4% 
are covered by Medicaid. Relocating 

these patients to other hospitals 
will not save the state money. In 
fact, it will cost the state more.  
   Fact 7: Closing CHDF poses a grave 
threat to the health of all residents 
in the Rivertowns communities 
who rely on having an Emergency 
Department close to their homes. 
The Medical Professionals who 
staff the Emergency Room at 
Community Hospital at Dobbs 
Ferry are rendering life-saving 
care every day. This year we will 
average 9,000 visits to the ER. The 
closure of the Emergency Room 
will create longer drive times to 
neighboring emergency rooms 
by 15 to 30 minutes. Though this 
may not seem like a great amount 
of time, it can be the difference 
between life and death. According 
to Stephen Pecylak, Chief of the 
Hastings-on-Hudson Volunteer 
Fire Department Ambulance Corp. 
says, “There are two real issues…. 
One is that the major thoroughfares 
surrounding the Rivertowns and 
leading to the secondary facilities, 
which are prone to heavy flooding, 
are impossibly congested at busy 
times of the day, especially from 
3 to 5 pm. This obviously impacts 
the health of the patient in the 
ambulance.” He adds, “second 
issue is that by adding an increase 
in travel time to and from these 
secondary facilities the closure 
of CHDF negatively impacts the 
availability of Ambulance Units 
to make other emergency calls.”  
   According to Pat Hoffman, Captain 
of the Ardsley Secor Ambulance 
Corp, “losing Community 
Hospital means the difference of 
doing CPR for 3 minutes vs. 20 
minutes and that time escalates 
depending on the time of day.”  
   Fact 8: Finally, closing CHDF 
would have a devastating effect on 
St. Cabrini Nursing Home in Dobbs 
Ferry. CHDF is the largest source 
of admissions for St. Cabrini. 
If the patients that normally 
used CHDF were redistributed 
to neighboring facilities, these 
patients would never be referred 
to St. Cabrini, leaving St. Cabrini 
without a viable referral source.  
   When you look at the facts, it is 
abundantly clear that the Berger 
Commission is dead wrong in 
its recommendation to close 
Community Hospital at Dobbs 
Ferry. It is most unfortunate that the 
state did not consider these same 
facts before arriving at their ill-
conceived decision.

remarkable diversity.
   I look forward to continuing to 
share New Rochelle news with the 
readers of the Westchester Times 
Tribune and invite you to contact 
me at 654-2150 or nbramson@
optonline.net with your ideas and 
suggestions, or for assistance with 
city services.  My best wishes 
to you for a happy and healthy  
New Year.

Sincerely,
 
Noam Bramson
Mayor

event his actions result in someone’s 
death. Harry was a grown man and 
presumably knew that his actions 
could kill people. It didn’t dissuade 
him from intentionally engaging in 
homicidal behavior. It’s time to call 
drunken driving what it really is, 
attempted murder. 
   If the Johnson family still had a 
voice, I’m sure they’d agree.

Bob Weir is an accomplished 
writer, having penned  

seven novels: 
“Murder in Black and White,” 

“City To Die For,” 
“Powers That Be,” 

“Ruthie’s Kids,” 
“Deadly To Love,” 

“Short Stories of Life and 
Death” and “Out of Sight.” 

Bob Weir is also a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune.

Advertise with the Westchester Times Tribune, 
LLC. Call 1-914 / 378.1433, ext. 235 or direct an 

e-mail inquiry to WTTeditor@gmail.com.

Republican nomination for governor 
against incumbent Mario Cuomo.  
D’Amato’s choice of Pataki turned 
out to be an inspired political 
move, resulting in three terms of 
Republican suzerainty in Albany. 
   Pataki at that time (1994) was new 
to the senate and sometimes opposed 
Marino’s positions from the right.  
Pataki won his Senate seat in 1992 
in a primary against the seven-
term incumbent Mary Goodhue, 
the only female Republican state 
senator.   She had hired Pataki to 
serve as an assistant, before he was 
elected to the assembly in 1984.. 
   The twelve Pataki years are 
summarized in an editorial in today’s 
New York Post.   Interestingly, 
Pataki ran both for state senator 
and governor as a conservative, 
and the Post, owned by Rupert 
Murdoch’s News Corporation, 
is unquestionably a conservative 
newspaper.  Link to “The Big 
Gov Who Wouldn’t”  for a critical 
review of the departing Republican 
governor’s three terms in Albany. 
   We look forward to Monday: “Day 
One, Everything Changes”. So far 
there have been strong indications 
of positive change, but also a few 
disturbing glimmerings that plus ca 
change, plus c’est la meme chose.  
   Enjoy the weekend and the New 
Year.  Two articles should not be too 
much to read over the long weekend. 
   With regard to the New Year, we 
cite Rule 26:  “Every day we live is 
a gift of God.”   That rule applies 
whether or not you believe in God, 
because life, unless you hate it, 
is surely a great gift.  We did not 
earn our earthly existence, but we 
can justify it by our good works. 
   All the best to you and to your kith 
and kin, for 2007 and beyond.
Mr. Stern is president of New York 

Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and a 
blogger on public issues. He was 
New York City’s Parks Commis-

sioner for fifteen years under 
Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

New York 
Civic

Two Articles You Should 
Read 

Over the New Year’s 
Weekend

From Page 1 to know that $5.15 is not enough. 
Even after the hard work in 2004 
to raise the minimum wage in New 
York to a little over seven dollars an 
hour which I applaud; that is still 
not enough for someone to survive 
on. Of course as a government, how 
can you expect someone making 
below poverty level wages to pay 
taxes of any kind (besides sales tax) 
and contribute to the commons? 
   Raising the minimum wage a few 
dollars will not solve the problem. 
What is needed is a living wage. 
What is the amount considered 
to be a living wage? Most people 
will say the living wage should be 
equal to or more than the poverty 
line for a family of four. There 
is push back to this idea from the 
business community because they 
feel that the cost would be too high. 
They are the ones who have fought 
tooth and nail to keep the federal 
minimum wage where it is now. 
Yet, there is a growing number of 
local municipalities which are 
passing living wage ordinances. 
As of February of 2006 there 
were one-hundred and twenty who 
had done so. The costs of a living 
wage are usually absorbed through 
reduced profits to a business, but 
with the way corporate profits have 
skyrocketed, it’s only fair that they 
would have to give back something 
to the community. Besides, when 
you look at the millions and even 
billions of dollars doled out in 
corporate welfare, and the gigantic 
bonuses going toCEO’s , I can 
hardly take their side. There is also 
the fact that corporations would 
have to spend less on training and 
recruitment if they paid more to 
keep the employees they have. There 
would be less turnover. Many large 
corporations also try to hide behind 
the excuse that small businesses 
would suffer the most from a living 
wage or minimum wage increase. 
But the percentage of workers who 
would benefit from the increase 
of a living wage is small to begin 

The Fight 
for a 

Living Wage
From Page 1

with. The percentage is less than 
one percent of the local workforce. 
   When figuring out living wage 
legislation,  some of the cost may 
also be passed onto the taxpayers 
as well. But as the Economic Policy 
Institute shows (http://www.epinet.
org/), with the increase in wages 
there is usually a decrease in the 
number of people needing social 
services which taxpayers also pay 
for. In the end it appears that there is 
more benefit to having a rising tide 
that lifts all boats. While it is true 
that most corporations pay more 
than the minimum wage; there are 
many people still living in poverty. It 
is an oxymoron to say that someone 
is employed but still dependent on 
government programs for help. 
   With the Democrats taking back 
congress this past election cycle 
it seems that the president will go 
along with a federal minimum wage 
increase of some sort. We cannot 
allow ourselves to be fooled that 
the war let alone even a battle has 
been won. While it is good to raise 
the federal minimum wage; we will 
be having this same fight again just 
as we fought to raise it to $5.15 
in the past. One way to continue 
to show support for the idea of a 
living wage is to continue to get 
local governments to pass these 
ordinances. Then eventually we 
could try for something statewide 
here in New York. If that were to 
happen we would be a model state 
for the entire country. Change is 
slow but if you don’t begin the 
process then change will never 
happen.

Visit Jason Gooljar, at 
http://www.jasongooljar.com the 
progressive liberal on a crusade! 

online.
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“Yonker’s SOHO”

54
0

/
57

8
N

ep
p

er
h

an
A

v
e,

Y
o

n
k

er
s

Bright Light, Huge Windows

Up to 16’ Ceiling Heights

24/7 Acccess

HeightsRE.com (212) 317 - 1423 ext 625

Space Available

Starting at only $400/mon
(all utilities included)

Manufacturing & Warehouse space also available

578 Nepperhan Ave, Yonkers
(Just off Saw Mill Parkway)

NEWLY AVAILABLE: 6,000 SF for Gallery, Dance Studio or Gym

Like Klockwork

 

SOMERS, N.Y. – Taking 
its cue from “The Boss” 
Bruce Springsteen, the 
Hope for Change Founda-
tion (HFC) will be “trying 
to recapture a little of the 
glory of” this January with 
two evenings and a mati-
nee that will ‘high’-light 
the best four years of life.
Slated for Jan. 5-6 at 8 p.m., with 
a matinee on Sunday, Jan. 7 at 2 
p.m., “High School Hysteria” is a 
collection of dramatic and comedic 
one-act plays that promises to bring 
everyone back to the ups and downs 
of the high school experience.  Not 
to mention that the show will be 
performed by the people who know 
it best—high school students from 
across Westchester, Putnam and 
Rockland.
   More than 40 teens from the tri-
county area have banded together to 
bring you a weekend of nostalgia.  

   This total isolation from both 
present and future would have 
forced him to focus on the 
past suffering for which he was 
responsible, against which he had 
probably insulated himself with 
O. J. Simpsonesque resoluteness. 
   He would also be tormented by his 
memories of great wealth, opulent 
living conditions, unrestricted 
hedonism and unlimited power, 
which would be infinitely more 
painful than was his brief (albeit 
excruciating) dance at a rope’s end. 
   Collateral torment would be the 

A Depraved Monster Was Deprived of Justice 
From Page 1

visions of those 72 virgins reserved, 
in his mind, at least, for his romantic 
dalliance in post-martyrdom. 
   To those who would say that such 
“cruel and inhuman punishment” 
might drive him insane, I submit 
that - given the evidence of his past 
- it would be more like a short putt. 
   An unpleasant by-product of the 
hanging will be predictable “protest 
demonstrations,” which will cost 
more innocent lives and injuries 
and deepen the ethnic hatreds which 
were not diminished in any great 
measure by the monster’s demise. 

   Cutting off the head of one 
serpent does little to restore order in 
a snake pit, so the notion that it will 
bring “closure” is pure nonsense. 
   Capital punishment tends to be a 
deterrent to further crime principally 
with respect to the person executed 
and heaps fuel on the fiery zeal of 
those who regard the termination 
of any life as unacceptable. 
   In that context, I stand apart 
from those who regard unlimited 
appeasement to be better 
than violence. It is a sad-but-
undeniable truth that, although 

killing is the most abhorrent (and 
irreversible) of all crimes, it will 
always be a weapon of last resort 
in international affairs (that is, 
unless and until only smoldering 
ashes and cockroaches remain). 
   Aside: There was more wisdom 
than whimsy in the line from 
the musical “Camelot,” positing 
that, “It’s not the earth the meek 
inherit, it’s the dirt.” (My alleged 
fascism bubbling up again?) 
   Stripping the worst criminals 
of their freedom, dignity, 
comfort, pride, arrogance and 

access to all social contact 
would be a far more appropriate 
administration of true justice 
than offering them a convenient, 
however briefly uncomfortable, 
side exit from a life of misery. 
   They should be rewarded with 
the dubious gift of a miserable 
life, thereby given time to 
contemplate their contemptibility 
during seemingly endless 
days and thoroughly lonely 
nights, cut off from all but the 
barest essentials of survival. 
   Saddam Hussein was richly 

deserving of just such a life sentence, 
and the fact that he was deprived 
of it was a gross miscarriage of 
justice. 
   

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a winter 

Floridian who summers in New 
Hampshire. 

More of his “Klockwork,” is at 
www.joeklock.com.

ALBANY, NY -- The “Voice of 
the People” will again be heard, 
courtesy of Assemblyman George 
Latimer (D-Westchester, 91st 
A.D.). Assemblyman Latimer is 
sponsoring his “Make Your Own 
Law” program for the second year, 
inviting residents of his district 
to submit a proposal for State 
legislation. “I’m happy to take the 
best ideas from the community and 
put them before the State Assembly 
for consideration”, noted Latimer.
   Residents are invited to draft a 
concept for State legislation that 
would include:
• Basic concept or purpose of the 
law
• Specific benefits of the proposal
• Expected costs of the proposal

Latimer’s Assembly District Team 
will review all submissions, to 
identify if specific proposals have 
a potential legislative basis in 
New York State law, are legally 
permissible, and/or require an in-
depth fiscal note to closely estimate 
costs or a home rule message from 
a local government. By April 1st, 
Latimer will select up to three 
proposals for submission to the 
appropriate Assembly committee, 

Latimer Sponsors “Make Your Own 
Law” for Second Year

the first step in the legislative 
process.
   “Many people have good ideas”, 
Latimer continued, “but this takes 
the process to the next step. It may 
be a good project for high school 
and college students...or for senior 
citizens...people active in a local 
neighborhood association, or in a 
garden club...or for any interested 
individual. The author will have 
to do a little work to submit the 
proposal in a formal way - not just 
in a one-line comment or general 

idea. But it’s one more way to 
open the doors of government – 
something I’ve done throughout my 
prior career as a County Legislator 
and City Councilman”.
   In April, the Assemblyman will 
announce the bills to be submitted 
from the citizen proposals. In 2006, 
Latimer received over two dozen 
proposed pieces of legislation, a 
number of which were drafted and 
submitted to the Assembly. One bill 
- raising public awareness for organ 
donations, offered by Port Chester 
resident Charles Rosenberg, went 
on to become signed into law by 
then-Governor George Pataki.

Latimer represents Rye Brook, Port 
Chester, Rye City, Mamaroneck 
Town, Mamaroneck Village, 
Larchmont, and part of New 
Rochelle, all of which comprises 
the 91st District, in the State 
Assembly. 

Forms for submission proposed 
ideas are available through 
the Assembly District Office; 

contact Latimer by telephone at 
1-914 / 777.3832, or by e-mail to 
Latimeg@assembly.state.ny.us.

‘High School Hysteria’ Bringing Back 
the Good Old Days

Proceeds to Benefit Breast Cancer Research

It’s “Happy Days” meets “Saved 
by the Bell,” and everything in be-
tween.  And as with every Hope 
Show, 100 percent of proceeds will 

go toward local breast can-
cer research and awareness 
efforts.
   Tickets to see “High 
School Hysteria” are a 
suggested $12 donation, 
and all performances will 
take place in the audito-
rium at Kennedy Catholic 
High School, 54 Route 

138 in Somers, N.Y.  For more in-
formation or to reserve your seats, 
please call the HFC Ticket Hotline 
at (914) 206-9644 or visit us online 
at www.hopeforchange.org.
   Founded in January of 2003, 
The Hope for Change Foundation 
(HFC) is an all-volunteer, philan-
thropic organization that uses the-
atrical programming as a means 
of fundraising for breast cancer re-
search and awareness efforts.  HFC 
is a registered 501-c-3 nonprofit, 
and all donations are tax deductible 
to the fullest extent of the law.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES
The Westchester Times Tribune is offering 
an exciting opportunity for friendly upbeat 

representatives in protected territories.
It is an opportunity to obtain newspaper 
recognition through community affairs, 

fundraisers, grand openings and become a part 
of the community.

Earn a competitive commission paid weekly 
on a 1099 basis (no tax withheld). Applicants 

can work 1, 2 or 7 days per week.
This fun, profitable and independent position 

is geared for the entrepreneur who enjoys 
working with local business and creating 

longterm relationships.
Send resumes to WTTEditor@gmail.com

SCARSDALE, NY – Shaarei Tik-
vah, the Scarsdale Conservative 
Congregation will have Jonathan 
Odell, as guest speaker during the 
Sabbath morning services of Janu-
ary 13th in commemoration of Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Day.
   Keenly aware of the role that Jews 
played in the Civil Rights move-
ment, Mr. Odell’s presentation in-
cludes:
• A look at Mr. Odell’s life growing 
up in Mississippi
• An insightful look into the psy-
chology of racism
• A plan for a future of coexistence 
offering dialogue between whites 
and blacks, based on Mr. Odell’s 
initiative:  The Institute for Authen-
tic Dialogue.
• A focus on ways in which the Jew-
ish and Black communities have 
come together in the past and can 
work together now on issues such 
as the genocide in Darfur.
• Time for questions and answers 
dialogue 

For information, call 1-914 / 
472.2013.  Shaarei Tikvah is 

located at 46 Fox Meadow Road, 
Scarsdale, NY.

Blacks, 
Jews, and 

Civil Rights

provide multidisciplinary acute 
care services as well as a range of 
community based services such as 
hospice, home health, behavioral 
health and physical rehabilitation. 
   Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield, 
the largest health insurer in New 
York State based on PPO and 
HMO membership, is a subsidiary 
of WellPoint, Inc.  WellPoint’s 
mission is to improve the lives of 
the people it serves and the health of 
its communities.  WellPoint, Inc. is 
the largest health benefits company 
in terms of commercial membership 
in the United States.  Through its 
nationwide networks, the company 
delivers a number of leading health 
benefit solutions through a broad 
portfolio of integrated health care 
plans and related services, along 
with a wide range of specialty 
products such as life and disability 
insurance benefits, pharmacy 
benefit management, dental, 
vision, behavioral health benefit 
services, as well as long term care 
insurance and flexible spending 
accounts.  Headquartered in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, WellPoint is 
an independent licensee of the Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield Association 
and serves its members as the 
Blue Cross licensee for California; 
the Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
licensee for Colorado, Connecticut, 
Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Maine, Missouri (excluding 30 
counties in the Kansas City area), 
Nevada, New Hampshire, New 
York (as Blue Cross Blue Shield 
in 10 New York City metropolitan 
and surrounding counties and as 
Blue Cross or Blue Cross Blue 
Shield in selected upstate counties 
only), Ohio, Virginia (excluding 
the Northern Virginia suburbs of 
Washington, D.C.), Wisconsin; and 
through UniCare.  

   Additional information about 
WellPoint is available at www.

wellpoint.com.
 

Stellaris 
Health 

Network 
and 

BC/BS 
Announce 
Contract 

Agreement
From Page 1

By Gail Farrelly
   A play date escalated into something 
more when celeb babies got together 
at a Hollywood home last week.  
   After drugging their nannies, 
the babies sampled a bit of the 
bubbly (well actually it was more 
than a “bit”) and then they began 
to PARTY. A Spoof reporter 
knowledgeable in babytalk provided 
an exclusive report; fortunately she 
was able to retrieve from the scene a 
webcam system with audio that had 
been set up to spy on the nannies. 
Analysis of the tape shows that 
wild dancing, ear-piercing music, 
pleasant chatter and some non-so-
pleasant arguments ruled the day.  
   Shiloh Jolie-Pitt, who spent most 
of the evening in a liplock with 
Sean Preston Federline (unlike his 
famous mom, he WAS wearing 
underwear), only released her 
luscious lips long enough to shout 
a comment when the group started 
to argue about who had the most 
famous parent. Shiloh reminded 
everyone that she had TWO famous 
parents. “Top that,” she screeched. 

The Spoof
Celeb Babies “Wind It Up”

Suri Cruise did, reminding all 
that she not only had two famous 
parents, her dad ran a movie studio. 
“Put that in your pipe and smoke 
it, with whatever else you’re 
smoking,” she snarled at Shiloh.  
   Shiloh and Suri almost came to 
blows, and August Hermann (son 
of Mariska Hargitay) rushed over 
to separate them. In the process, 
he mentioned that he not only 
had a famous parent, but also 
famous grandparents, blonde 
bombshell Jayne Mansfield and 
Mr. Universe Mickey Hargitay. 
Fortunately some civility reigned 
in that no one remarked that 
both grandparents are dead.  
   Moses Martin (son of Gwyneth 
Paltrow and Chris Martin) took the 
opportunity to tell the group that HE 
had famous grandparents too: Award-
winning actress Blythe Danner and 
the late director Bruce Paltrow. 
“Besides,” he said proudly, “I’m 
named after one of the most famous 
characters in religious history.” 
Since some of the partygoers were 
looking at him rather blankly, 
he added, “Ever hear of the Ten 
Commandments, you heathens?”  
   True Fisher-Duddy, daughter of 
TV star Joely Fisher, then entered 
the fray saying, “Let me remind 
you all that I’m the granddaughter 
of actress Connie Stevens and 
singer Eddie Fisher.” With that 
she rushed over to the audio 
system and stuck in one of her 
grandfather’s CDs. Then she added, 

“And for your information Carrie 
‘Star Wars’ Fisher is my aunt.”  
   The group actually quieted 
down for a few minutes while 
Eddie Fisher’s, “Oh My Pa-Pa,” 
was playing. One of the babies 
whispered to another, “That reminds 
me, too bad Anna Nicole Smith’s 
little girl couldn’t make it.” After 
a few songs, the group got restless 
and Kingston James Rossdale 
(son of Gwen Stefani and Gavin 
Rossdale) crawled over to the audio 
system and popped in one of his 
mom’s CDs. He was wearing a red 
plaid kilt and several of the guests 
were caught on camera trying to 
peer under the kilt to see what, if 
anything, he was wearing there.  
   The party started to wind down 
when one of the nannies showed 
signs of emerging from her drug-
induced state. Kingston told the 
group that he would host the next 
gathering. His parents, he said, have 
just bought a $15.5 million mansion 
that once belonged to Jennifer Lopez 
and Marc Anthony. He assured 
everyone that there would be plenty 
of room, 10,000 square feet. “And,” 
he added with a grin, “considering 
the former owners, I can promise 
you great vibes, really great vibes.”  
   As the group broke up, the strains 
of Gwen Stefani’s hit single, “Wind 
It Up” filled the air. 

The story above is a satire or parody. 
It is entirely fictitious.

Inaugural First Night Celebration
From Page 1
the lead organization for this, co-
ordinating much of what was going 
on at different locations.
   At the end of the day, everyone 
seemed to have had a good time, It 
was a successful, “First Night”.

Original poster art  by New  
Rochelle resident Alvin Clayton.
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Visit Us At 
55 Main Street 2nd Floor
Yonkers, NY 10701
Phone: 914-964-3090
Fax: 914-964-3091

• Low Rates 
• Easy Application Process

 • All Types of Mortgage Programs
 • Guidance & Advice from an experienced Loan Professional

• Loans for any type credit
• Licensed Correspondent Mortgage Banker State of New Jersey 

Department of Banking & Insurance.
  • Registered Mortgage Broker of New York State Banking Department. 

• Correspondent Mortgage Lender FL Dept. of Banking & Finance.
• Pennsylvania Department of Banking.

 • Mortgages available in 39 States.

Our Philosophy Is “Customers for Life”
We know that each customer has specific needs, so we strive to meet those specific needs with quality service and individual attention.  

We pride ourselves in giving you the mortgage information, loan options and convenient assistance you’re looking for. 

With a variety of loan programs and an established network of lenders behind us, we will find the loan that best suits your needs, at a very 
competitive rate. We offer conforming, non-conforming and government loan programs

. 
Let Integrity Funding, Inc. guide you through the buying or refinancing process, and provides you with the best service available. By combin-

ing the use of the internet along with advanced processing software and automated underwriting systems we have taken the mystery out of 
approving and closing a home loan.

 
A strong and genuine belief in the “customer for life” principle of doing business is what fuels this company. Referrals from previous  

customers and local real estate professionals as well as financial planners and attorneys have always delivered the majority of the  
Company’s production. 

We can help you realize your homeownership dreams by offering you all the best advantages:

Call us today and ask to speak to a mortgage  
professional to make an appointment for a  

free consultation!
Website: www.integrityfundinginc.net

Information: info@integrityfundinginc.net

Licensed Correspondent Mortgage Banker State of New Jersey Department of Banking & 
Insurance. Registered Mortgage Broker of NYS Banking Department. Correspondent Mortgage 

Lender Department of Banking & Insurance. PA Department of Banking.
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Roger Witherspoon is automotive 
columnist to the Dallas Examiner, 
Westchester Times Tribune, and 
Yonkers Tribune, among other 
media.

By Roger Witherspoon 

   When you are looking for an 
inexpensive car – a second, run-
around vehicle for yourself, 
perhaps, or a starter car for your 
teenager – it is not too much to ask 
for something that is comfortable, 
appealing to look at, has enough 
power that it does not need a push 
uphill, and has enough amenities 
to make it more than a motorized 
box on wheels. It is even better if 
you can find all of that for around 
$15,000 or less.
   Chevrolet is a brand known 
for packing a lot of comfort and 
performance into its higher end 

maneuver. On the positive side, 
the EPA says the little engine gets 
26 miles per gallon in stop and go 
traffic and up to 34 miles per gallon 
in highway driving. That is a plus 
if you intend to use the Aveo for 
commuting to work.
   The reason for the arched roof 
is evident once you slide inside: 
there is plenty of headroom – and 
legroom – for just about anyone 
except, perhaps, members of the 
NBA. The rear seats also fold 
down, which expands a rather small 
trunk. The standard model comes 
with cloth covered seats, but for 
$250 extra you can get an imitation 
“leatherette” which comes pretty 
close to the look and feel of the real 
thing. The leatherette, accented with 
brushed aluminum and plastic strips 
resembling burnished wood make 
for a visually appealing interior.
   The Aveo’s designers scrimped, 
however, on some of the amenities. 
There is, for example, only one cup 

holder for everyone to fight over. It 
is too wide and shallow to securely 
hold cups during a sharp turn, and 
is physically behind the front row 
of seats. That makes it extremely 
awkward for the driver if you are 
in the care alone. It would not have 
hurt if the designers had added at 
least one pop-out cup holder from 
the broad dash for the benefit of the 
front passenger – even if those in 
the rear had to fend for themselves.
Similarly, there is one arm rest, 
which is attached to the driver’s 
seat, and none for the front or rear 
passengers. There are small storage 
bins on the front doors, though 
rear passengers will have to drop 
their items on the floor. There is a 
four-spoke steering wheel which 
tilts to suit the driver’s height, 
though it has two small buttons for 
the horn – which are not always 
easy to locate in the dark if you 
need them in a hurry. And while it 
is understandable that the vanity 
mirror in cars in this range often do 
not have a light or flip-up cover, it 
would have been helpful it weren’t 
so small that it seemed intended for 
viewing one eye at a time.
   You would find a more thoughtful 
interior design in the Hyundai 
Accent, a $14,000 car which 
competes directly with the Aveo 
and offers a bit more leg room in 
the rear and pull down arm rests for 
all passengers. The Accent’s vanity 
mirrors are larger and covered. 
It also has the arched roof to 
accommodate taller passengers, but 

vehicles. Chevrolet’s Corvette 
Z06 outperforms a Ferrari while 
matching it for comfort and costing 
half as much. Sliding down the 
scale, the company’s oddly named 
HHR is an innovative, attractive, fun 
to drive and inexpensive compact 
SUV. So one might be forgiven 
for expecting a lot from the Chevy 
Aveo, a four-door, sub-compact 
that is the entry level vehicle to the 
Chevy line. In this case, the guys 
with Chevy’s crayons only partly 
succeed.
   Starting from the outside, the Aveo 
is not going to win beauty contests 
for design, but it is pleasant enough 
with its stubby front and rear and a 
high, rounded roof line which gives 
it the appearance of a colorful, fast 
moving turtle. 
   Under the hood is a 1.6-liter, four-
cylinder engine which has no pep 
to speak of but can keep the Aveo 
moving along with traffic and, if 
necessary, packs enough punch to 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- A star 
studded cast of current and former 
New York Mets will step up to 
the plate in a big way on behalf of 
White Plains Hospital Center, from 
5 to 8:00 pm, Saturday, January 
27, at Chelsea Piers, Manhattan. 
The starting line-up of players 
will include Paul Loduca, Orlando 
“El Duque” Hernandez, David 
Wright, John Maine, Jose Reyes, 
Aaron Heilman, Ben Johnson, Lee 
Mazzilli, and Howard Johnson. 
   Billed as Baseball Fantasy Camp 
2007, the event will offer children 
ages 6 to 15 and their parents the 
experience of a lifetime including 
baseball clinics in batting, pitching, 
base running and fielding, question 
and answer sessions, photos with 
players, autographs, a private 
viewing section for parents  and 
more.
Two baseball fields at Pier 62 and 
the adjacent Field House at the 
Chelsea Piers waterfront sports 
village located along Manhattan’s 
Hudson River will be utilized for 
the event. 
Premier Event Group of Rye Brook, 
N.Y., a company that specializes in 
both Charity and Corporate Event 
Planning, is producing Baseball 
Fantasy Camp 2007. Alan Kaye, 
managing partner of the firm, said: 
“We look forward to a wonderful 
time for all of the families as 
well as the talented and generous 
players attending this unique and 
worthwhile event.”  
   According to Richard Flanzer, 
the Executive Producer, who has 

Baseball Fantasy Camp 2007 Announced
David Wright and Jose Reyes among NY Mets Players Attending

produced over 1,000 concerts and 
special events for broadcast, and 
selected White Plains Hospital 
Center as the charity, Baseball 
Fantasy Camp 2007 will help 
fund the new Cappelli Pediatric 
Emergency Center that is dedicated 
exclusively to the treatment of 
children. “What better way to 
draw attention to and support this 
wonderful facility than to produce a 
baseball event for children.” 
   Flanzer, who has also managed 
many of the music industry’s 

superstars including Roger Daltrey, 
lead singer of The Who, hopes 
Baseball Fantasy Camp becomes 
an Annual New York event. 
   The parents of Richard Flanzer, 
Louis and Gloria Flanzer,  are among 
the Hospital’s most prominent 
supporters. Their generosity led to 
the opening of the Flanzer Pavilion 
in 1996. Their most recent gift 
will support the Gloria and Louis 
Flanzer Center for Emergencies 
and Critical Care that will include 
the new pediatric facility. 

Shifting Gears
The Chevy Aveo: Running Around in the Budget Class

the flowing lines from the crayons 
of the Accent’s Korean designers 
give it the look of a small sport 
sedan, rather than an overfed turtle.
On the positive side of the ledger, 
the entertainment system has 
AM/FM radio and a CD and MP3 
player with a sound system which 
is more than ample for the small car 
whether you like your music soft 
or deafening. If you like your turtle 
sparse, the Aveo isn’t a bad car to 
run around in. 

2007 Chevy Aveo Lt
4-Door Sedan
MSRP: $15,025
EPA Mileage: 
26 MPG City

34 MPG Highway 
Performance/ Safety: 
1.6-Liter DOHC 4-cylinder engine 
producing 103 horsepower and 
107 pound-feet of torque; 4-
speed automatic transmission; 
front wheel drive; power rack and 
pinion steering; independent front 
suspension15-inch aluminum 
wheels; daytime running lamps; 
fog lamps; driver/ front passenger 
front and side impact air bags. 
Interior/ Comfort: 
AM/FM stereo radio with CD and 
MP3 player and 180-watt sound 
system with 6 speakers; 
tilt steering wheel; 
power windows and keyless entry; 
rear seats fold in 60/40 split. 

The Kylie and Louis R. Cappelli 
Pediatric Emergency Center will 
have its own waiting room for the 
exclusive use of children and their 
families that is separate and distinct 
from the main emergency room. In 
addition, child-friendly bays will be 
designed to make a child’s Hospital 
experience less intimidating while 
ensuring that specially designed 
pediatric equipment is readily 
available. The facility will also 
be staffed round the clock with 
healthcare professionals trained in 
pediatric emergency medicine. 
   Jon B. Schandler, WPHC 
President, said, “This is truly a 
grand slam for our Hospital, one 
that will help turn our vision for 
a children’s pediatric emergency 
department into a reality.” He 
added, “The children who attend 
this charity event will not only have 
the experience of a lifetime but they 
will get a greater understanding of 
the value of giving. 
   Tickets for Baseball Fantasy 
Camp 2007 can be purchased by 
calling the Premier Event Group 
at 1 888-BASEBALL.  Parents 
attendance is complimentary. 
Children should bring a baseball 
glove. For more information, visit 
www.baseballfantasycamp2007.
com.
   White Plains Hospital Center 
is an affiliate of the New York-
Presbyterian Healthcare System and 
a member of the Stellaris Health 
Network, Inc.

We are seeking Freelance writers to cover local 
news and sporting events.

Call 1-914 / 378.1433, ext 235
or fax your resume to 1-914 / 378.0008

for an interview.

Attention Writers &
Student Writers!

VALHALLA, NY -- The holiday 
season is traditionally a joyous 
time of year.  Sadly, this time is 
often marred by unnecessary and 
preventable tragedies.  Alcohol 
related fatalities claim the lives of 
over 17,000 Americans and injure 
nearly 600,000 more each year.  
New Year’s is a time for fun and 
celebration but, unfortunately, it can 
also be a time of tragedy.  In the U.S. 
someone dies in an alcohol-related 
traffic crash every 30 minutes and 
in 2004 (the last year for which 
this data is available), by the time 
our country finished ringing in the 
year, 90 people had died in alcohol-
related traffic crashes in the 12-hour 
span between 6:00 PM on New 
Year’s Eve and 5:59 AM the next 
morning*.
   3 out of every 10 Americans face 
the possibility of being directly 
involved in an alcohol-related 
traffic crash during their lifetime.  
   “Because individuals are so 
different, it is difficult to give 
specific advice about drinking 
to any one individual, said Dr. 
Jay Yelon, Chief of Trauma and 
Surgical Care at Westchester 
Medical Center.  “However certain 
facts are clear—there’s no way to 
speed up the brain’s recovery from 
alcohol and no way to make good 
decisions when you have had too 
much to drink in a short period 
of time.  On an evening like New 
Year’s Eve or any other evening, 
for that matter, rapid consumption 
of large amounts of alcohol is 
especially dangerous and often has 
deadly results. The best advice is 
that if you have consumed alcohol, 
don’t drive!”
   Experts agree that you should 
not underestimate the effects of 

Health and Safety Tips from 
Westchester Medical Center

alcohol. Don’t believe you can beat 
them or that you can pace yourself 
or rely on some urban legend for 
sobering up.  One of these myths 
about drinking and driving is that 
serving coffee helps people become 
sober. IT WILL NOT. Only time 
can reduce the effects that alcohol 
has on the body.  
   “No one intends to harm anyone 
when they get behind the wheel on 
New Year’s Eve. Yet traffic fatalities 
persist and myths about drinking 
live on—even though scientific 
studies have documented how 
alcohol affects the brain and body.  
The best thing you can do this New 
Year’s Eve is to make plans to get 
home safely, before you arrive at 
the party. Be aware of how much 
you’ve consumed throughout the 
night, think about the consequences 
of an arrest or a potentially fatal 
traffic crash, and pick a non-drinker 
as a designated driver,” added Dr. 
Yelon.  
   Sobering statistics:
• This year over 17,000 American 
will lose their lives in alcohol 
related crashes.
• Additionally, nearly 600,000 
Americans will be injured in 
alcohol-related traffic crashes this 
year. 
• 21-34 year-old drivers are 
responsible for nearly 60% of all 
alcohol-related traffic crashes. 
In 2004 (the last year for which 
this data is available), by the time 
our country finished ringing in the 
year, 90 people had died in alcohol-
related traffic crashes in the 12-hour 
span between 6:00 PM on New 
Year’s Eve and 5:59 AM the next 
morning*.
*National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration statistics

Players Go to Bat January 27th for White Plains Hospital Center’s New Pediatric Center
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www.verizonfios.com/internet

Now you really can get it all from Verizon. Why stop

at TV? With Verizon you can get your TV, Internet and

phone service all together on one bill. All with the

supersharp performance that fiber optics delivers.

You finally have a choice

beyond cable. So don’t

wait. Make the switch to

Verizon FiOS today.

Sign up today.
Call 1-866-262-0112 or go to verizonfios.com/tv.

Extra charges apply for Set Top Box, and select HD and On Demand programming. Verizon FiOS TV service is provided by Verizon and Verizon Online and is not available in all areas. Service availability subject to final confirmation by Verizon. Verizon installation required. Programming and prices are subject to change. HD-ready TV set required to receive HD programming.
HD programming requires Set Top Box. Not all programming will be available at all times. Set Top Box is required for all digital programming services. Additional acceptance of Verizon FiOS TV Terms of Service is required. Such Terms of Service are subject to change. Uninterrupted use of the service is not guaranteed. The customer is financially responsible for any 
damage to or misuse of any equipment, or for the failure to return any equipment if service is terminated. Applicable franchise fees, regulatory fees and taxes apply. Other terms and conditions apply. Power for services provided on the Verizon FiOS network must be supplied by the customer. Customer is responsible for backup battery replacement. Backup battery does not supply
power for online or video services. Certain telephones, answering machines and other telephone equipment not meeting industry standards may not work with service provided on the Verizon FiOS network. ©2007 Verizon. All Rights Reserved. VEFITV70023-A

For true fiber-optic service,
look for this seal.

ALL
I WANT 
IS A TV SERVICE THAT’S
SMART, SHARP AND
ENTERTAINING. 

#39 in the Verizon FiOS TV profiles

If you liked TV before, you’ll love the difference fiber optics makes.

All around town, Verizon’s new fiber-optic network is

transforming the Internet. Now it’s going to redefine TV

too. With the FiOS TV Premier package, you’ll enjoy:

• 100%-digital, 100%-fiber picture and sound

• 200 channels including NFL Network

• Access to over 2,700 On Demand titles

• Tons of Hi-Def channels

• All for $42.99 a month

Introducing Verizon FiOS TV.

Verizon FiOS TV
Premier package

$4299
a month
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